Background: Collections of the amphipod genus Cheirocratus from the North Sea and Ireland proved to include C. robustus Sars a species previously known only from Norway and Sweden.
Background
Collections of Cheirocratus from the Humber region of the North Sea and from several localities on the West Coast of Ireland, proved to include specimens of C. robustus Sars, a species previously recorded only from Norway and Sweden and probably overlooked elsewhere.
Methods
Specimens were preserved in 70% ethanol. Dissection was made under a Wild stereomicroscope and body parts were mounted on microscope slides in glycerine for drawing with a drawing tube on a Nikon compound microscope. In the diagnoses, character states that distinguish C. robustus from C. sundevallii are listed in bold.
Material is deposited in the National Museum of Ireland, Natural History. (NMINH) and Goteborgs Naturhistorika Museum (GNM) Sweden.
Results

Systematics
Order Amphipoda Latreille, (Latreille 1816) Suborder Senticaudata Lowry & Myers, (Lowry & Myers 2013) Infraorder Hadziida S. Karaman, (Karaman 1932 
Diagnosis
Head with cheek notch; antenna 2 much longer than antenna 1; male gnathopod 2 much larger than gnathopod 1; male gnathopod 1 robust, basis subovoid, without anterodistal spine, carpus and propodus subequal in length, dactylus stout; male gnathopod 2 propodus inner face heavily clothed in long setae, inner face without medial ridge, spine or robust setae, but with small bifid protrubence distally; pereopods 5-7 robust, pleon segment 1 with three strong dorsal spines; uropod 3 biramous, rami long, subequal in length, distally acute.
Discussion
This is the first record of C. robustus Sars from the British Isles. It was previously known only from Norway, Sars, (Sars 1894) (59°91′23″N, 10°74′92″E to 63°43′05″N, 10°39′51″E) and Sweden (see material examined). It can be distinguished in general from its close congener C. sundevallii by its much more robust appendages. The male gnathopod 1 lacks an anterodistal spine on the basis, has the carpus and propodus subequal in length, and has a stout dactylus (C. sundevallii male gnathopod 1 has anterodistal spine, carpus much longer than propodus and a slender dactylus). In C. robustus, the gnathopod 2 has dense setae over much of the inner face of the propodus that lacks ridges, spine or robust setae medially on the inner face. It does have a small protrubence on the distal end of the inner face but this cannot be viewed without removal of some of the dense setation (C. sundevallii has dense setae restricted to the outer margin of the inner face of the propodus and has a ridge on the inner face bearing medially a spine and two robust setae and distally a blunt irregular spine bearing a robust seta). The absence of C. robustus from the diagnostic key to Irish and British marine Amphipoda in Lincoln (Lincoln 1979 ) and the superficial similarity of C. robustus to C. sundevallii probably explains why C. robustus was overlooked in the past and confused with C. sundevalili. All previous records of C. sundevallii in British and Irish waters must be regarded with caution.
Cheirocratus sundevallii (Rathke) (Fig. 4 
Diagnosis
Head with cheek notch; antenna 2 much longer than antenna 1; male gnathopod 2 much larger than gnathopod 1; male gnathopod 1 very slender, basis subovoid, with strong anterodistal spine, carpus much longer than propodus, dactylus slender; male gnathopod 2 basis with small anterodistal spine, propodus heavily clothed in long setae on the posterior margin of the Fig. 4 Cheirocratus sundevallii (Rathke), male, Valentia, Ireland inner face, lacking long setae on the centre of the inner face, but with scalloped ridge bearing a spine and two (Lincoln (1979) figures three) robust setae medially and a small, blunt, irregular spine distally that bears a robust seta; pereopods 5-7 relatively feeble, pleon segment 1 with three strong dorsal spines; uropod 3 biramous, rami long, subequal in length, distally acute.
Discussion
C. sundevalli is widespread in the North East Atlantic and Mediterranean. For differences between C. sundevalli and C. robustus, see the remarks for that species.
Key to the male Cheirocratus of the N.E. Atlantic and Mediterranean 
Conclusions
Cheirocratus robustus Sars previously known only from Norway and Sweden is now shown to be widespread in the British Isles, occurring in the North Sea and along the west coast of Ireland.
Abbreviations G1-2: Gnathopod 1-2; M: Male; P3-7: Pereopods 3-7
